
Painter Residence Move Fact Sheet 
 
NEW: The date of the move of the Painter Residence (Sather home) to The Banff 
Centre has changed. The move is now scheduled for T uesday, May 13 and 
Wednesday, May 14.  
 
Late in the afternoon on Tuesday, May 13, crews will load the Painter Residence to a 
large flatbed truck, and move it onto Buffalo Street. This will require a one-block 
overnight detour on Buffalo Street between Muskrat and Otter Streets. Access to 
adjacent properties will be maintained. On Wednesday, May 14, between 8 a.m. and 3 
p.m., the truck will move the house up Buffalo Street and Tunnel Mountain Road to The 
Banff Centre.  
 
As the truck passes driveways along Buffalo Street on Wednesday morning, vehicle 
access to and from these properties will be temporarily blocked. Property owners may 
wish to park vehicles on adjacent streets overnight.  
 
For further information on the move, see questions and answers below. 
 

 
 
What is happening to the Painter Residence? 
The historic Painter Residence will be moved from its present location at 505 Buffalo Street to 
The Banff Centre on May 13-14, 2008. 
 
Why is it being moved? 
The Sather family, who own the Painter Residence, wish to redevelop their property. Glen and 
Ann Sather have donated the Painter Residence to the Centre, where it will be used to provide an 
additional studio to the Leighton Artists’ Colony.  



 
 
What is the history of the Painter Residence? 
Built in 1913, the Painter Residence was designed by architect Walter S. Painter, who also 
designed the Banff Cave and Basin Bathing Pavilion and the 1914 additions to the Banff Springs 
Hotel.  
 
How will the building be relocated? 
The house will be raised from its foundation and mounted on a large flatbed truck for the 
relocation. It will be driven up Buffalo Street and Tunnel Mountain Drive to its new location. A 
small portion of the house -- approximately 203 square feet on the south side -- will be 
disassembled prior to the move, and reassembled at the Banff Centre site.  
 
What impact will the relocation have? 
Moving the structure to its new site will require the removal of approximately 120 trees, as well 
as the temporary removal of municipal infrastructure, including signage, a garbage bin, and 
concrete barriers.  
 
Approximately 50 trees will be removed along the route to enable the move to take place with 
approximately 70 trees removed at the Banff Centre site. An environmental assessment of this 
work has been reviewed and approved by Parks Canada. All work to prepare the route will be 
undertaken by The Banff Centre. Some roadside tree and shrub removal is required as part of 
normal road maintenance. In other cases, trees and shrubs will be removed specifically to 
facilitate moving of the structure.  
 
The Town of Banff will work with The Banff Centre to develop a rehabilitation plan for the 
route. A draft version of the plan will be prepared by May 15th, and finalized on May 16th 
immediately following the move. Implementation of the rehabilitation plan will be completed by 
fall 2008. In addition, the Centre will work to restore the natural forested setting of the Leighton 
Artist Colony. Already, working with Parks Canada and a professional forester, the Centre has 
replanted 26 Douglas Fir trees and saplings, removed during recent utility work near Hidden 
Ridge Chalets, in the Colony. 
 
No interruption in electrical and telephone service is anticipated. During the move, which will 
take place from approximately late in the afternoon on May 13, and from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
May 14, staged closures are planned for the road between Buffalo Street and St. Julian Way. To 
view a plan of the route closures, visit www.banff.ca. 
 
When will this work take place? 
The relocation is planned to take place on May 13-14. Preparation of the route will take place 
between May 5 and May 14. Municipal infrastructure will be removed beginning the week of 
May 12 and reinstalled May 15. The road will remain open during route preparation work, 
however, intermittent delays to vehicle and pedestrian traffic are expected. 
 
Who is paying for this work? 
The cost of the relocation, aside from work required for regular road maintenance, will be borne 
by The Banff Centre and the Sather family. The costs associated with preparation and 
rehabilitation of the relocation route will be shared between the Town of Banff and The Banff 
Centre.  
 
 
 



How will the Painter Residence be used at The Banff  Centre? 
The Painter Residence will become part of The Banff Centre’s Leighton Artists’ Colony. The 
Colony consists of eight distinct studios, each designed by a noted Canadian architect, located in 
a secluded forest setting on the Centre campus. The studios offer a quiet retreat environment for 
senior Canadian and international artists. The Painter Residence will add a ninth, larger studio. 
 
The late Timothy Findley credited the Colony with giving him the time and resources he needed 
to complete his final work, The Shadows.  
“I’ve never worked so well in my entire life as I have here in the Leighton Studios. 
~ Timothy Findley ~ 
 
Other notable Leighton artists include Governor General’s award winners Robertson Davies and 
Jane Urquhart, Mann Booker Prize Winner Yann Martel (Life of Pi), Juno Award winner Jann 
Arden, composers R. Murray Schafer and Osvaldo Golijov, and many others. For more 
information on the Leighton Artist Colony, www.banffcentre.ca/leightonstudios/  
 
Given the significant impact to trees along the rou te, is this relocation the best 
option?  
The historic Walter Painter Residence is an ‘A’ ranked heritage resource. Its significance is tied 
to both its association with Walter Painter and its relationship to Buffalo Street, the Bow River, 
the Banff Springs Hotel, and the Town as a whole. While it is acknowledged that the relocation 
of the Painter Residence will result in the loss of an estimated 120 trees (approximately 50 trees 
on Buffalo Street and Tunnel Mountain Drive and approximately 70 trees on site at the Banff 
Centre), it is worth noting that the community will benefit from having this significant heritage 
resource preserved in Banff for years to come. Furthermore, by reusing an existing building the 
Town is working to minimize the amount of waste generated through demolition that would be 
otherwise be destined for our landfill. As a responsible partner in the Francis Cooke Class III 
Landfill, the Town has an obligation to ensure that it does its part to conserve what finite space is 
available.   
 
Buildings embody a great deal of energy. Energy is required to manufacture building materials, 
to transport them to construction sites, and to assemble them into complete structures. All of that 
energy is embodied in the finished structure. If the structure is demolished and landfilled, the 
energy locked up in it is wasted. It can take years for a new more energy efficient building to 
recover the energy lost in a demolished structure.  
 
The Area Redevelopment Plan (ARP) for The Banff Centre envisions two additional studios at 
the Leighton Artists’ Colony. The Painter Residence presents a unique opportunity for the Centre 
to realize the vision of the ARP, while reusing an existing building. On the surface, relocation of 
the Painter Residence may appear have a number of negative environmental impacts, but in 
reality this project will ensure significant energy savings through reuse of an existing building 
and it will provide lasting heritage benefits to the community of Banff.  
 
Question or concern? 
If you have a question or concern about the work involved in relocating the Painter Residence, 
please contact Troy Pollock, Senior Planner, The Town of Banff, 762-1215 or 
troy.pollock@banff.ca. 
 
If you have a question about the Painter Residence’s new home at The Banff Centre, please 
contact Debra Hornsby, Director of Communications, The Banff Centre, 403-762-6333, 
debra_hornsby@banffcentre.ca 


