
Agenda prepared by:  Claire Wilkinson 

BANFF HERITAGE CORPORATION 
MEETING AGENDA 

Ted Langridge Room – Banff Town Hall 

 
Monday March 14, 2011 at 2 p.m. 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER 
 

2.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
3.0 DELEGATIONS 
 
4.0 ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

4.1 Minutes of the January 20, 2011 Regular Meeting of the Banff Heritage Corporation 
 
5.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

5.1 Heritage Communication Project Updates 
5.1.1 Landmarks and Legends- Toys to Treasures- An Evolution of Banff’s Bears 

(Attached) 
5.1.2 Banff Heritage Corporation Website Updates 
5.1.3 Parks Radio Interview- The Old Crag Cabin http://tinyurl.com/45tncr8 
5.1.4 Heritage Plaques 

 
5.2 Planning and Development  Circulation and Updates  

5.2.1 Bayne Residence (1913)- Municipal Designation- 202 Otter Street 
5.2.2 The Becker Home, 555 Marmot Street 
5.2.3 Planning Service- Staff Cuts/ Heritage Program Implications 

 
5.3 Parks Canada Heritage Updates 

5.3.1 Claremount House/ A.O Wheeler Property Demolition 
5.3.2 Cave and Basin National Historic Site of Canada 

 
6 REPORTS 

 
7 CORRESPONDENCE 

7.1 Calgary Herald- Historic Banff House Razed Despite Protest, Jan.18, pB2 
7.2 Rocky Mountain Outlook- Wheeler House Demolished, Jan.20 p11 
7.3 Calgary Herald- Saving Our Heritage. Demolition by neglect is the wrong way to make decisions, Jan 24.  
7.4 Crag and Canyon- Letters to the editor. Preservation before exploitation, R. Locke, p12 

 
8 NEW BUSINESS 

8.1 New appointment- Program Director, Banff Heritage Tourism 
8.2 2011 Heritage Awards 
8.3 Sunday August 7 2011- Doors Open Banff 
8.4 514 Buffalo Street (Crandell/ Peck Cabin)- Restoration & Rehabilitation Grant Update 
 

9 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next regular meeting of the Banff Heritage Corporation is Thursday May 19, 2011 at 1:30pm  
 

10 ADJOURNMENT 
Distribute to: 

**Anita Battrum Public Representative Sarah Ramey Recording Secretary 
** Susan Kennard Parks Canada Representative  Randall McKay  Manager Planning and Development 

** Ralphine Locke Public Representative    
** Stavros Karlos Council Representative (Alternate) Claire Wilkinson Planner 
** Grant Canning Council Representative Crag & Canyon  
** Rob Crosby Public Representative Rocky Mountain Outlook 
** Herb MacAulay Public Representative Public  
Roland Charpentier Alberta Association of Architects File: C05  
Larry Pearson Alberta Community Development   

 

http://tinyurl.com/45tncr8�
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
BANFF HERITAGE CORPORATION 

Of the Town of Banff in the Province of Alberta 
Town Hall – Ted Langridge Boardroom 

 
Thursday, January 20th, 2011 at 1:30 p.m. 

CORPORATION MEMBERS PRESENT 
Herb MacAulay  Public Representative – Chair  
Roland Charpentier  Alberta Association of Architects 
Grant Canning   Council Representative 
Anita Battrum   Public Representative 
Rob Crosby   Public Representative 
Ralphine Locke  Public Representative 
 
ABSENT 
Steve Malins   Parks Canada Representative 
Susan Kennard   Parks Canada Representative 
Larry Pearson   Alberta Community Development Representative 
 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT 
Randall McKay   Manager Planning and Development 
Darren Enns   Senior Planner (present for item 8.2) 
Claire Wilkinson  Planner 
Sarah Ramey   Recording Secretary  
 
MEDIA PRESENT 
Suzanne White   Rocky Mountain Outlook 
 

 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair called the January 20, 2011 regular meeting of the Banff Heritage Corporation to order at 1:35 
p.m.   
 

2.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

HER10-34  Move by MacAulay to approve the agenda for the January 20, 2011 regular meeting of the Banff 
Heritage Corporation as presented. 

CARRIED 
3.0 DELEGATIONS 

There were no delegations. 
 

4.0 ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS BOARD MINUTES 
4.1. 

HER10-35 Moved by MacAulay to approve the minutes of the November 25, 2010 Banff Heritage 
Corporation regular meeting as presented. 

Minutes of the November 25, 2010 Regular Meeting 

CARRIED 
5.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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5.1. 
Sarah Ramey, an intern in the Planning and Development Department was introduced.  She will be here 
until March 18, and will assist with the Landmarks & Legends program. 

Introductions & Administrative Notes 

 
Tracey Wagner, the Administrative Assistant, will be away the following year on maternity leave.  She will 
be temporarily replaced by Kerry MacInnis. 

 
5.2. 

Mr. Roland Charpentier, the new representative from the Alberta Association of Architects, was 
introduced.  He owns an architecture firm in Calgary, and is interested in learning more about the region.  
He is looking forward to working with the corporation. 

Alberta Association of Architects Representative to the Banff Heritage Corporation 

 
5.3. 

5.3.1. 
Heritage Communication Project Updates 

Next series will be on the Old Crag Cabin.  Sarah Ramey will be working on the series for 2011.  
Possible topics include: History of Curling in Banff, Mr. A.O. Wheeler, the Frank Lloyd Wright 
Pavilion, the Evolution of Bear-Human Interaction, the Banff Zoo, the Royal Willows, and the 
Cemetery. 

Landmarks and Legends 

 
A meeting will be arranged with Ralphine to discuss these topics, and to plan possible radio profiles. 

 
5.3.2. 

Council has endorsed moving the project forward, and grant funding is in place to update the 
plaques in the spring. 

Heritage Plaques- Update 

 
5.3.3. 

The documentary is now in YouTube format, and there are plans to post it online.  Town staff 
members who are fluent in Japanese may be able to assist in providing translations. 

Documentary- ‘A Window to the World’- Tokyo Broadcasting System 

 
5.4. 

5.4.1. 
Planning and Development  Circulation and Updates 

A heritage designation and statement of significance needs to be drafted to be taken to Council.  The 
Architectural Sub-committee could work with Roland Charpentier on preparing this. 

Bayne Residence- Municipal Designation- 202 Otter Street 

 
5.5. 

5.5.1. 
Parks Canada Heritage Updates 

No Parks Canada representatives were able to attend this meeting, although Steve Malins sent an email 
response regarding questions on the Wheeler House demolition.  On  Monday (January 17

Claremont House/ A.O Wheeler Property Demolition  

th

 

), the house 
was demolished. 

To commemorate Wheeler’s contributions, Ralphine suggested a large cairn could be placed at the former 
Alpine Club House site, since it is visible from the road and away from the wildlife corridor.  The cairn 
could include a description and picture of Claremont House.  Concern was also expressed about an overall 
lack of response from Parks Canada and general reluctance to communicate with the Corporation on 
heritage issues. 
 
Claire will draft a correspondence on behalf of the Corporation to communicate their position on the 
demolition, stating:  

1) Disappointment over the loss of the building 
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2) The Corporation’s willingness to continue to work with Parks Canada on future heritage 
initiatives 
3) The suggestion of placing a Cairn commemorating Wheeler at the old Alpine Club site 
4) Concern over the perceived breakdown of communication channels between Parks Canada 
and Corporation. 

 
5.5.2. 

This was not discussed, as no representatives from Parks Canada were present.   
Cave and Basin National Historic Site of Canada 

 
6.0 REPORTS 

A submission on behalf of the Heritage Corporation has been submitted to Parks Canada for the 2010 Annual 
Planning Forum. 
 

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
7.1. Rocky Mountain Outlook- Where it all Began, Nov.25 p1,  
7.2. Rocky Mountain Outlook- Wheeler House Should be removed, Letter to the Editor, Nov.25, p10&11 
7.3. Rocky Mountain Outlook- Wheeler House should still be saved, Letter to the Editor, Dec.09, p12&13 
7.4. Canadian Broadcasting Corporation-Move the House, Jan. 10 
7.5. Crag & Canyon- Last Ditch effort to save some history, Editorial, Jan.11, p10 
7.6. Rocky Mountain Outlook- Postponement?, Letter to the Editor, Jan. 13, p8 
 

8.0 NEW BUSINESS 
8.1. 
Grant Canning spoke to council’s decision to not renew the Heritage Planner’s contract after its expiry in 2012.  
He described Council’s belief that with the upcoming completion of the land use bylaw review and eventual 
commercial build-out, a fourth planning position would no longer be necessary.  He explained that to date, there 
has been no formal discussion about the heritage implications of this decision, and suggested that the possibility 
exists to re-visit this issue during fall 2012 budget review.   

2010/2011 Municipal Budget- Planning Service- Staff Cuts/ Heritage Program Implications 

 
Randall McKay expressed hesitation about the projected timeline for full commercial build-out and described the 
evolving nature of the planning department’s work.  He suggested that changes would be necessary if 
departmental staff reduced, with the worst case scenario being a dissolving of the heritage program.  The planning 
department is currently preparing a report describing the breadth of their activities which will be presented to 
Council.  When finalized, this report could also be made available to the Heritage Corporation. 
 
Herb MacAulay stated his concern that Council may not be considering the role that heritage plays in defining the 
Banff community and preserving the continuity of the Town.  Anita Battrum suggested that full commercial 
buildout could potentially increase the need for heritage planning, as more buildings may be considered for 
conversion, with potential heritage implications. 
 
Grant Canning suggested sharing these concerns before Council, and reiterated that the decision could be re-
visited during next budget cycle. 
 

2:45 pm – Randall McKay left meeting. 
 

8.2. Planning & Development: Circulation and Updates: The Becker Home, 555 Marmot Street 

The heritage value of the Becker Home was reviewed, along with an ongoing development application that calls 
for the demolition of the structure.  The home is considered a Class B heritage resource.  The planning 

- (Darren 
Enns, special presentation) 
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department has encouraged the developer to incorporate elements of the home, such as building materials and 
stone, into a new building that is proposed for the site. 
 

2:55 pm – Grant Canning left meeting. 
 
MacAulay noted that much of the in-situ heritage value of the home came from the contrast between the 
relatively lavish architecture of the house compared to the nearby bungalow camp facilities.  Since the bungalows 
no longer exist, much of this value is no longer present. 
 
Charpentier suggested that the developer could consider incorporating additional heritage features from the home 
into the design of the new building.  Suggested elements included the lower wooden wainscoting, the four square 
windows, and the solid balustrade.  Some concern was also expressed over potential erosion at the site. 

 
9.0 NEXT MEETING 

The next regular meeting of the Banff Heritage Corporation is scheduled for Thursday March 17, 2011 at 1:30 
p.m. 
 

10.0 ADJOURNMENT  
HER10-36 Moved by MacAulay to adjourn at 3:07 p.m. 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

_______________________  _______________________ 
 Herb MacAulay   Sarah Ramey 

Chair     Recording Secretary 
 



LANDMARKS AND LEGENDS SERIES – APRIL 2011 
Brought to you by the Banff Heritage Corporation in partnership with the Whyte Museum of the 
Canadian Rockies Archives 
 
FROM TOYS TO TREASURES – AN EVOLUTION OF BANFF'S BEARS 
 

Early visitors to Banff were often drawn by the opportunity to view wildlife.  Although bears were officially 
protected from hunting from 1902 onwards, feeding and other forms of interaction were frequently encouraged.  
In some cases, steps were taken to ensure visitors were able to see these animals. 

Then 

 
In 1907, Banff opened a zoo in what is now Central Park.  The early zoo was an enlargement of the existing 
aviary, and showcased cougars, elk, monkeys, and a polar bear known as “Buddy.”  In 1915, two black bear 
cubs were acquired after their mother was shot for aggressive behavior.  Tourists were also encouraged to visit 
the town dump to view bears, and observing the dump bears was a popular summer pastime. 
 
Some private operators used animals to promote their businesses.  Mr. Casey Oliver, owner of the Sanitarium 
Hotel, kept a pet bear.  One anecdote describes how the lonely bear crept inside during the night and curled up 
in bed with a surprised guest!  Similarly, Norman Luxton kept a black bear cub outside the Trading Post to 
attract attention.  He described the bear – known as Teddy - as “a sure drawing card for eastern city-slickers 
looking for a piece of the Wild West.”  Feeding Teddy biscuits and chocolates was a fun activity for both 
visitors and locals, although one young boy took this too far.  As a prank, he laced a chocolate with chili 
peppers before feeding it to Teddy.  The spices made the bear cub so agitated that the RCMP requested his 
removal, and Teddy left Banff to live with a hotel keeper in Golden. 
 
 

 
Now 

The early treatment of Banff’s bears may seem shocking to us now.  Increasing interest in conservation, and 
recognition of the potential harm of habituating wild animals, has significantly changed the way Banffites view 
and interact with local bears. 
 
In 1937 concern over animal cruelty, coupled with tight economic circumstances, forced the closure of the 
Banff zoo and the animals were shipped to the much larger Calgary zoo.  Also in the late 1930s, Parks Canada 
began to discourage visitors from feeding and interacting with wild animals and the idea of an education 
campaign and “no feed” signs were introduced.  In 1944 a “Bears are Dangerous” pamphlet was published, and 
in 1951 it became illegal to feed, touch, or entice bears. 
 
Today, no bears are kept as pets in Banff.  Instead, Parks Canada, the Town of Banff, and local residents work 
to discourage human-bear interactions and to promote safe bear behavior.  Secure garbage and recycling 
facilities discourage bears from entering town in search of food, while hikers are advised to make noise and 
travel in groups.  For more information on current bear conservation and management, please contact Parks 
Canada at one of their visitor information centres or visit their website at www.pc.gc.ca/banff-bears. 
 
In partnership with the Archives at the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies, The Banff Heritage 
Corporation is proud to profile these iconic reminders of Banff’s natural heritage as part of its Landmarks and 
Legends Series. 
 
In recognition of the knowledge of Banff's history within the community, we welcome public input that may 
provide further insight into this or other profiles in the Landmarks and Legends series. For more information 
please contact the Town of Banff Heritage Planner at 403.762.1216.  

http://www.pc.gc.ca/banff-bears�
http://www.banff.ca/activities-events/museums-historic-sites/whyte-museum.htm�
http://www.banff.ca/business/planning-development/heritage-program/landmarks.htm�
http://www.banff.ca/business/planning-development/heritage-program/landmarks.htm�
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“Teddy,” Mr. Luxton’s bear cub.  Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies (NA29-406, George Paris), c.1895. 
 

 
Town of Banff bear-proof waste bins. 2011.  Sarah Ramey. 
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