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Program Location 
English  
Language 
Level  

Cost 
Need to 
Register  

 

 

Prepare to Take a Beginner  
English Class 

Banff 
  

Pre- 
Beginner 

FREE  Yes   

English Language Learning 
Banff/
Canmore 

All $150  Yes   

Regional Language  
Instruction for Newcomers to 
Canada (LINC) 

Banff All  FREE  Yes   

CELPIP Test Preparation 
Course 

Banff CLB 3 to 7 $225 Yes  

Here to Help:  Workplace 
Communication Skills for 
Food  Services 

Canmore CLB 4 to 6 FREE Yes  

 Canmore Conversation 
Group  

Canmore All  FREE No   

Banff Conversation Class Banff All 
Punch 
Card 

No   

 
Multi-level Writing Clinics 

Banff/
Canmore 

All 
Punch 
Card 

No   

Learning Clinic: ELL Questions 
and Answers 

Canmore 
High–Int. 
Advanced 

Punch 
Card 

No   

High-Intermediate to Ad-
vanced Level Conversation 
Clinic 

Canmore 
High–Int. 
Advanced  

Punch 
Card 

No  

 Regional Language  
Instruction for Newcomers to 
Canada (LINC) Home Study 

Online All FREE Yes   

Language for Work Online Advanced FREE Yes   

Fit in Fast Online Advanced FREE Yes   

Workplace Communication 
for Rural Immigrants 

Online All FREE Yes  

 Learning Partnerships and 
Learner Support 

Banff & 
Canmore 

 All FREE Yes   

 English Language Learning Program Overview 

**Banff Access and Canmore Affordable Services card holders receive 50% off   
all Bow Valley Learning Council course registration fees and punch cards.** 
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Open to 
Language 
Certificate 
Achieved 

Language  
Assessment  
Required  

Program Provider Page  

All  No Yes Bow Valley Learning Council 5 

All   No  No Bow Valley Learning Council 6 

Permanent 
Residents  of 
Canada (PR) 

 Yes  Yes Bow Valley College 7 

All No No Bow Valley Learning Council 8 

PR, Canadian 
Citizens, Refu-
gees 

No No Bow Valley  College 9 

All No  No Bow Valley Learning Council 10 

All No  No Bow Valley Learning Council 10 

All No  No Bow Valley Learning Council 11 

All No  No Bow Valley Learning Council 12 

All No No Bow Valley Learning Council 12 

PR Yes  Yes Bow Valley College 13 

All No No Bow Valley College 14 

All No No Bow Valley College 14 

PR, Canadian 
Citizens, Refu-
gees 

No No Bow Valley College 15 

All No No Bow Valley Learning Council 16 

2018 

For more information about affordability options, please visit:                                               

www.banff.ca/affordability or www.canmore.ca/affordable 
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These are important terms to understand when using this guide:  

Bow Valley  
The Bow Valley includes the communities of Banff, Canmore, Exshaw,       
Kananaskis, and Lake Louise. 
 
ELL (English Language Learning) 
ELL refers to learning English in addition to your first or most  
comfortable language.  
 
CLB (Canadian Language Benchmark) 
The CLB is used in Canada as a measure of language ability. In a CLB 
assessment, learners are evaluated in four areas: reading, writing,    
listening and speaking. Scores in each of these areas range from 1-12.  
It is helpful for you to know your benchmarks if you are taking an     
English class, looking for work, or planning to study at a Canadian     
college or university.  
 
IELTS (International English Language Testing System) 
The IELTS is a Canadian English language test. IELTS results are accepted 
as proof of English proficiency for study at all universities and colleges 
in Canada, and for permanent residency and citizenship. 
 
CELPIP (Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Program)  
Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Program (CELPIP) is an 
English language proficiency test designated by Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) for Permanent Resident status in Canada 
and Canadian citizenship. 
 
PR (Permanent Resident of Canada) 
A PR is someone who has been given permanent resident status 
by immigrating to Canada, but is not a Canadian Citizen. Some English 
Language Learning opportunities found in this guide are available only 
to Permanent Residents of Canada.  

Important Terms  
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PREPARE TO TAKE A BEGINNER ENGLISH CLASS 
This class will be good for you if you have not studied English before. This class 
will help you get ready to take a beginner English class. 

This program will help you: 

 Learn and understand letters and sounds – this will help you prepare to speak 
and write in English. 

 Learn simple classroom instructions so you feel ready to study English with a 
class. 

 Understand numbers – this will help you with forms, dates, and telephones. 

 Practice very simple English with the help of pictures and other aids. 

Program Details 
Time: Wednesday, 10:00am-2:00pm;  Thursday, 10:00am-12:00pm 
Dates: January—June 2018; September—December 2018 
Location: Bow Valley Learning Council classroom in Room 206, 111 Banff Avenue
(Harmony Lane) 
Open to: Pre-beginner level English language learners; up to 10 students/class 
Cost: FREE 
How to Register: Call or send an email to Deb Penninga—403.431.0091, 
bowvalleyliteracy@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

Classroom Learning 

Many immigrants rely on the same level of lan-

guage skill they had in their home country, but 

it is important to keep improving your skills.  

It cannot be stressed enough how important it 

is for  career success to be able to not only 

speak, but also write clearly and persuasively.  

-Nick Noorani (Author, speaker and immigrant ad-

vocate) 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/immigrate/index.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/citizenship/index.asp
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING 
This course provides English language instruction for all levels of learners, from 
beginner to advanced. Students will be placed into the appropriate level on the 
first day and will then work on improving their reading, writing, listening and 
speaking skills in a group setting. These courses are an excellent option for 
learners who are not Permanent Residents of Canada. 

This program will help you: 

 Improve your English skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

 Meet other English language learners in your community and study        
together in a group setting. 

 Learn more about the local community. 

Banff Program Details 
Time: Tuesday and Thursday, 7:00-9:00pm 
Dates: January —March 2018;  April —May 2018; September—November 2018 
Location: Banff Community High School 
Open to: All levels of English language learners; 8-15 students per class 
Cost: $150 (50% off for Banff Access card holders) 
How to Register: Visit the Bow Valley Learning Council office in Room 203,      
111 Banff Avenue (Harmony Lane) or call 403.762.8114 
Contact: 403.762.8114, info@bowvalleylearning.ca 

Canmore Program Details 
Time: Tuesday and Thursday, 7:00-9:00pm 
Dates: January—March 2018; April—May 2018 ; September—November 2018 
Location: Bow Valley College, Canmore Provincial Building, 800 Railway Avenue 
Open to: All levels of English language learners; 8-15 students per class 
Cost: $150 (50% off for Affordable Services card holders) 
How to Register: Call 403.762.8114, info@bowvalleylearning.ca 
Contact: 403.762.8114, info@bowvalleylearning.ca 
 

  
Bow Valley Learning Council: 

Office  
Room 203, 111 Banff Ave. 
(Harmony Lane) 
403.762.8114 
info@bowvalleylearning.ca 
www.bowvalleylearning.ca 
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REGIONAL LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION FOR NEWCOMERS TO CANADA 
(LINC)  
This course is for Permanent Residents of Canada and provides English language 
training for all levels of learners.  It will help learners successfully integrate into 
their new community and develop language skills they will use in everyday life.  
It is helpful for obtaining Canadian Citizenship, as well as some university/
college programs.  

This program will help you:  

 Get a nationally recognized LINC certificate after completing a benchmark. 

 Improve your English skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

 Learn about a wide range of topics like Canadian culture, history and       
geography, healthy living, and more. 

Program Details 
Time: 6 hours/week for 10 weeks; contact Holly Foster or Lynn Webb for details 
on dates and times 
Dates: January—March 2018; April—June 2018; October—December 2018 
Location: Bow Valley College – Banff Campus, 229 Bear Street (Wolf and Bear 
Mall, downstairs from Lux Cinema) 
Open to: Permanent Residents of Canada; CLB 1-7; up to 14 students per class 
Cost: FREE 
How to Register: Call or send an email to Holly Foster or Lynn Webb 
Contact Person: Holly Foster, hfoster@bowvalleycollege.ca;                               
Lynn Webb—403.923.8259, lwebb@bowvalleycollege.ca  

NOTE: You must be a Permanent Resident of Canada (PR) to take this course. 
You must have a Canadian Language Benchmark (CLB) assessment before taking 
this course.  

To schedule an assessment, please contact Holly Foster by email at  
hfoster@bowvalleycollege.ca and provide the following information: 
 

 Your name as it is written on your PR card or PR confirmation letter 

 Your telephone number 

 Your first/native language 

 Your highest level of education (high school, college, university) 

mailto:info@bowvalleylearning.ca
mailto:lwebb@bowvalleycollege.ca
mailto:hfoster@bowvalleycollege.ca
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CELPIP TEST PREPARATION COURSE (MODULES 1 & 2) 
The CELPIP test preparation course is based on materials that were developed 
by CELPIP experts to help test takers achieve their target score on the        
CELPIP-General or CELPIP-General Listening Speaking (LS) Test. 

Choose from two different modules: Listening/Speaking or Reading/Writing. 
Each module offers 25 hours of instruction, practice tests and a student      
workbook. If you register for both modules, you will receive a discount.  

This program will help you: 

 Become familiar with the test format and performance expectations. 

 Learn about the question types and how to respond to them.  

 Sharpen your English skills. 

 Learn how to build your vocabulary. 

 Become a confident CELPIP test taker. 

Program Details 
Dates: To be announced  
Location: Bow Valley Learning Council classroom, Room 206, 111 Banff Avenue  
Open to: Learners should have at least a low-intermediate to mid-intermediate 
level of English, specifically CELPIP/CLB Levels 3 through 7. 
Cost: $225 per module or $400 when you register for both 
How to Register: Visit the Bow Valley Learning Council office in Room 203,     
111 Banff Avenue (Harmony Lane) or call 403.762.8114  
Contact: 403.762.8114, info@bowvalleylearning.ca 
 

 

 English language learners explain why these programs help: 
 
ñMy tutor has been a great mentor for me to learn English and 
Canadian culture. The program has helped me with workplace 
communication and is helpful for promotion.ò 
 
ñSince I started English lessons, I feel more comfortable speaking 
English. I now speak sometimes at Parent-Teacher interviews.ò 
 
ñMy tutor helped me to get confidence and improve my English. 
Now, Iôm not afraid answering or making phone calls.ò 
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HERE TO HELP: WORKPLACE COMMUNICATION SKILLS FOR  
FOOD SERVICES 
This is an 8 week part-time course to help you develop effective workplace  
communication skills.  
 
This program will help you practice and develop: 

 English language skills  

 Workplace communication skills 

 Interviewing and onboarding skills 

 Communicating with co-workers 
 
Program Details 
Time: Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:00–9:00pm 
Dates: January—March 2018; Spring dates to be announced 
Location: Bow Valley College—Canmore Campus, 800 Railway Ave. 
Open to: Canadian Citizens and Permanent Residents; CLB 4-6 
Cost: FREE 
How to Register: Visit the Bow Valley Bow Valley College— Canmore Campus 
or call 403.678.3125  
 

Learning English is affordable!  
 
Bow Valley Learning Council accepts the Banff Access Card and 
Canmore Affordable Services Card. Cardholders receive 50% off 
all course registration fees and punch cards.  
 
You can apply for a bursary to help cover the cost of course fees. 
We can explain what a bursary is and how to apply. Please con-
tact 403.762.8114 or info@bowvalleylearning.ca.   

mailto:info@bowvalleylearning.ca
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Conversation Group Learning 

CANMORE CONVERSATION GROUP 
Join volunteer tutors for informal English conversation. All English language 
learners are welcome to join this drop-in group. You will talk about different 
subjects each week and learn more about the local community. 

This program will help you: 

 Feel more comfortable speaking English with different people. 

 Meet others who are also learning English. 

 Become more connected in the community. 

 Learn English in a comfortable environment. 

Program Details 
Time: Tuesdays, 10:00am-12:00pm  
Dates: January—June 2018; September—December 2018 
Location: Canmore Public Library at Elevation Place, 700 Railway Avenue 
Open to: All levels of English language learners; any number of students 
Cost: FREE 
How to Register: Come to any group.  You do not need to register.  
Contact Person: Deb Penninga– 403.431.0091, bowvalleyliteracy@gmail.com 

BANFF CONVERSATION CLASS 
This class is led by an English instructor and is helpful for all English language 
learners. You will talk about different subjects each week. 

This program will help you: 

 Feel more comfortable speaking English. 

 Meet other people who want to improve their English. 

 Learn from an English instructor. 

 Ask questions about English and the community. 

Program Details 
Time: Mondays, 7:00-9:00pm 
Dates: September—December 2018 including a Summer session 
Location: Bow Valley Learning Council  Classroom, Room 206, 111 Banff Ave. 
Open to: All levels of English language learners; any number of students 
Cost: Punch cards can be purchased ($20 for 10 classes or $12.50 for 5 classes)  
How to Register: Purchase a punch card by contacting 403.762.8114 or  
info@bowvalleylearning.ca, then come to any clinic.   
Contact: 403.762.8114, info@bowvalleylearning.ca 
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MULTI-LEVEL WRITING CLINICS  
A volunteer is there to help you with your writing. The teacher will talk to you 
about your writing goals and help you with different ways to practice your 
writing. Writing practice is also good for reading, speaking and listening skills. 

This program will help you: 

 Write a sentence, paragraph, note or story – this will depend on your level. 

 Write letters or emails or fill in forms. 

 Write a card (like a birthday card or a thank you card). 

 Write a resume and cover letter or complete a job application. 

Canmore Program Details 
Time: Thursdays, 1:00-3:00 pm (arrive before 2pm and stay as long as you need) 
Dates: January—June 2018;  September—December 2018  
Location: Canmore Public Library at Elevation Place, 700 Railway Avenue 
Open to: All levels of English language learners; up to 10 students at a time.  
Cost: Punch cards can be purchased ($20 for 10 classes or $12.50 for 5 classes)  
How to Register: Purchase a punch card by contacting 403.762.8114 or  

info@bowvalleylearning.ca then come to any clinic.   

Contact: 403.762.8114, info@bowvalleylearning.ca 

Banff Program Details 
Time: Thursdays, 6:00-8:00pm (arrive before 7pm and stay as long as you need) 
Dates: January—June 2018; September—December 2018 
Location: Bow Valley Learning Council classroom, Room 206, 111 Banff Avenue  
Open to: All levels of English language learners; there is no limit on group size 
Cost: Punch cards can be purchased ($20 for 10 classes or $12.50 for 5 classes) 
How to Register: Purchase a punch card by contacting 403.762.8114 or  
info@bowvalleylearning.ca, then come to any clinic.   
Contact: 403.762.8114, info@bowvalleylearning.ca 

 
 

 

Learning Clinics 

mailto:bowvalleyliteracy@gmail.com
mailto:info@bowvalleylearning.ca
mailto:info@bowvalleylearning.ca
mailto:info@bowvalleylearning.ca
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LEARNING CLINIC: ELL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
Join a tutor/teacher/communications specialist and other learners for individual 
and shared support. This clinic is great if you have a higher level of English but 
want to continue to learn and improve. It will also be helpful if you are taking 
online courses and would like extra support from someone in person. 

This program will help you: 

 Write emails, resumes, application forms, and other documents. 

 Speak more fluently; improve telephone technique. 

 Edit documents and learn more about fixing grammar glitches,                  
use appropriate tone and pronunciation for work or everyday life. 

Program Details 
Time: Tuesdays, 5:00-7:00pm (you can stay for the 7-8pm clinic at no extra cost) 
Dates: January—May 2018; September—December 2018 
Location: Canmore Public Library at Elevation Place, 700 Railway Avenue 
Open to: High-intermediate to advanced English language learners (CLB 5+);  
maximum of 10 participants at any time.  
Cost: Punch cards can be purchased ($20 for 10 classes or $12.50 for 5 classes)  
How to Register: Purchase a punch card by contacting 403.762.8114 or  
info@bowvalleylearning.ca, then come to any clinic.   
Contact: 403.762.8114, info@bowvalleylearning.ca 

HIGH-INTERMEDIATE TO ADVANCED LEVEL CONVERSATION CLINIC 
This conversation based clinic is an opportunity to ask questions and practice 
more advanced English.  

This program will help you: 

 Discuss and practice situation based communication (conversations at 
work, school, in social settings, etc.) 

 Expand your vocabulary and develop fluency in a friendly environment. 
 Learn new things as you cover a wide range of conversation topics.  

Program Details 
Time: Tuesdays, 7:00-8:00pm (you can go to the 5-7pm clinic at no extra cost) 
Dates: January—May 2018; September—December 2018 
Location: Canmore Public Library at Elevation Place, 700 Railway Avenue 
Open to: High-intermediate to advanced English language learners 
Cost: Punch cards can be purchased ($20 for 10 classes or $12.50 for 5 classes)  
How to Register: Purchase a punch card by contacting 403.762.8114 or  
info@bowvalleylearning.ca, then come to any clinic.   
Contact: 403.762.8114, info@bowvalleylearning.ca 
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REGIONAL LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION FOR NEWCOMERS TO CANADA 
(LINC) HOME STUDY  
This course for Permanent Residents of Canada provides English language   
instruction to support daily life and work in Canada. It is helpful for Canadian 
citizenship, as well as some university/college programs. This online program is 
great for people who cannot attend classes because they have a job or they are 
home with children. Work at your own pace at times that fit your schedule. 

This program will help you: 

 Receive a nationally recognized certificate after completing a benchmark. 

 Improve your English skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

 Study English at home and at times that fit your schedule. 

Program Details 
Time: Flexible, 5-10 hours/week suggested, and a 30-minute weekly online 
meeting with an instructor. You may continue until you reach CLB 7. 
Dates: Ongoing enrollment 
Location: Online with a 30-minute weekly Skype call with instructor 
Open to: Permanent Residents of Canada; CLB 3/3/2/2 and higher; 90 students 
at a time 
Cost: FREE 
How to Register: Call or send an email to Lynn Webb 
Contact Person: Lynn Webb—403.923.8259, lwebb@bowvalleycollege.ca    

**Computer and internet access required.** 

NOTE: You must be a Permanent Resident of Canada (PR) to take this course. 
You must have a Canadian Language Benchmark (CLB) assessment before  
taking this course.  
 
To schedule an assessment, please contact Holly Foster by email at  
hfoster@bowvalleycollege.ca and provide the following information: 

 Your name as it is written on your PR card or PR confirmation letter 

 Your telephone number 

 Your first/native language 

 Your highest level of education (high school, college, university) 
  
 

Online Learning 

  

mailto:info@bowvalleylearning.ca
mailto:info@bowvalleylearning.ca
mailto:lwebb@bowvalleycollege.ca
mailto:hfoster@bowvalleycollege.ca
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LANGUAGE FOR WORK 
This online course is for learners who have good English skills and want an    
introduction to culture and communication in the Canadian workplace. The 
course focuses on increasing workplace communication skills and intercultural 
knowledge. 

This program will help you: 

 Develop skills that are relevant to the Canadian workplace 

 Understand workplace communication and culture by discussing scenarios 
and  videos 

 
Program Details 
Time: 50 hours (6-7 hours/week for 8 weeks) 
Dates: January–March 2018; May–June 2018; September—November 2018 
Location: Online  
Open to: Advanced English language learners (CLB 7/7/7/7); 20 students/session 
Cost: FREE 
How to Register: Call or send an email to Lynn Webb 
Contact Person: Lynn Webb—403.923.8259; lwebb@bowvalleycollege.ca    

** Computer and internet access required.** 

FIT IN FAST 
This online course is for immigrant professionals who have good English skills 
and want to expand their knowledge about Canadian workplace culture, while 
building communication skills that will help advance their professional career. 

This program will help you: 

 Broaden your soft skills and understanding of workplace culture in a  
        professional context 

 Master the communication and networking skills that lead to success and 
enhanced performance in the Canadian workplace 

Program Details 
Time: 30 hours (3-4 hours/week for 8 weeks) 
Dates: January–March 2018; May–June 2018; September—November 2018 
Location: Online  
Open to: Advanced English language learners (CLB 7/7/7/7); 20 students/session 
Cost: FREE 
How to Register: Call or send an email to Lynn Webb 
Contact Person: Lynn Webb - 403.923.8259, lwebb@bowvalleycollege.ca    
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WORKPLACE COMMUNICATION FOR RURAL IMMIGRANTS (WCRI) 
The course will teach you about Canadian culture, workplace culture and local 
resources.  Develop essential workplace communication skills including:  
non-verbal communication, small talk, giving feedback and problem solving. 
The course includes 12 hours of independent online study and 10 hours of 
meetings with someone in your local community who is your mentor.    
 
This program will help you: 

 Be more confident and successful at work  

 Understand expectations in the Canadian workplace 

 Connect and integrate within your community  
 
Program Details 
Time: Flexible; 1-3 hours/week; mentor and learner decide on time to meet 
Dates: January—April 2018; May—August 2018; September—December 2018 
Location: mentor and learner meet in an agreed upon location 
Open to: Permanent Residents, Canadian Citizens or immigrants with Refugee 
status; intermediate English language level; 15 spaces per term; participants 
must live in rural Alberta (includes communities of Banff and Canmore)  
Cost: FREE 
How to Register:  https://bowvalleycollege.ca/programs-courses/english-
language-learning/workplace-communication-for-rural-immigrants 

Contact Person: Erik Butenschon—1.866.428.2699, ext. 3110 (Toll free); 
wcrip@bowvalleycollege.ca or 1.587.393.3110 (Office); 
ebutenschon@bowvalleycollege.ca   

** Computer and internet access required.** 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
 
Are you interested in helping immigrants improve their communication skills? 
Consider becoming a mentor with the Workplace Communication for Rural  
Immigrants Program. The commitment is about 16 hours over a  4-month term.   
For more information, visit https://bowvalleycollege.ca/programs-courses/
english-language-learning/workplace-communication-for-rural-immigrants. 

Contact Person: Erik Butenschon—1.866.428.2699, ext. 3110 (Toll free); 
wcrip@bowvalleycollege.ca or 1.587.393.3110 (Office); 
ebutenschon@bowvalleycollege.ca   

mailto:lwebb@bowvalleycollege.ca
mailto:lwebb@bowvalleycollege.ca
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LEARNING PARTNERSHIPS AND LEARNER SUPPORT  
The Bow Valley Literacy Program (BVLP) supports adult learners. Some learners 
are English speakers who need help with reading and writing. Others are English 
Language Learners who want to improve English communication (Reading, 
Writing, Listening and Speaking). The BVLP places learners with tutors, small 
groups, or other programs. The BVLP works with learners to set and work on 
learning goals. Learning goals are different for each person, so the BVLP  
supports each learner with his/her own learning plan. 

This program will help you: 

 Meet learning goals like getting a driver's license, getting a better test score 
on IELTS or CELPIP, or finding a new job. 

 Learn to send emails, find information, fill out forms, or use services. 

 Feel more confident talking with people at school, at work, or on the phone. 

You may have a different learning goal and that is good too. 

Program Details 
Time: Times will be different for each person/group.  
Dates: January—June 2018 
Location: Meetings will be in a public place, like the library or the Bow Valley 
Literacy Program office.  
Open to: If you speak English but you need help with reading and writing, please 
contact or visit Deb to learn more about this program. If you need help with  
English language learning, please contact or visit Deb. She will meet with you 
and help you to make a learning plan.  
Cost: FREE 
How to Register: Call or send an email to Deb Penninga. You can visit Deb at the 
Canmore Library on Tuesdays. You can also visit the Bow Valley Learning Council 
office in Room 203, 111 Banff Avenue (Harmony Lane) on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 9:30am-4:30pm.  
Contact Person: Deb Penninga – 403.431.0091, bowvalleyliteracy@gmail.com 

Learning Partnerships and Learner Support 
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Ideas for Practicing and Improving your English 

V Attend a Community Event 
Look at community calendars to see the many different events that are 
happening throughout the year. For Banff, visit www.banff.ca and click on 
the Activities & Events tab. For Canmore, visit www.canmore.ca and click 
on the Residents tab. For community events and information in Lake 
Louise, search Facebook for the Lake Louise Community Page. 

V Volunteer in the Community 
Volunteering is another way to make new friends, practice English, and 
get to know your community! You can find volunteer opportunities in 
Banff on the Town of Banff website: www.banff.ca/volunteer or on Face-
book @volunteerbanff: www.facebook.com/volunteerbanff. You can find 
volunteer opportunities in Canmore on the Town of Canmore website: 
https://canmore.ca/residents/family-community-services or on Facebook 
@canmorevolunteers: www.facebook.com/canmorevolunteers.  

V Read the Local Newspapers 
Practice your reading and learn more about things to do around the Bow 
Valley. Read the Rocky Mountain Outlook (especially the Events and 
Mountain Guide sections) and the Bow Valley Crag & Canyon (especially 
Community Connections).  You can read the newspapers in print or online 
at www.rmoutlook.com and www.thecragandcanyon.ca 

V Visit the Library 
You can find books on any topic that interests you. A librarian can help 
you choose books or use the computer to find books in the library.  You 
can get a library card and borrow books to read at home. There are many 
events and activities that happen at the libraries. You can find more     
information about your local library online at: www.banfflibrary.ab.ca 
and www.canmorelibrary.ab.ca 

V Practice Self-Study  
There are many self-study options available at Break the Wall Alberta 
www.breakthewall.alberta.caΦ This website has lessons for most English 
levels. There are many different subjects to choose from.    
 

 

http://www.banff.ca
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=27
http://www.canmore.ca
https://canmore.ca/residents/community-calendar
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1133017466806534/
http://www.banff.ca/volunteer
http://www.facebook.com/volunteerbanff
https://canmore.ca/residents/family-community-services
http://www.facebook.com/canmorevolunteers/
http://www.rmoutlook.com
http://www.banfflibrary.ab.ca
http://www.canmorelibrary.ab.ca/
http://www.breakthewall.alberta.ca
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Community Resources for English Language Learners 

Bow Valley Immigration Partnership (BVIP) is a collaborative 
community initiative dedicated to improving immigrant      

integration and ensuring the Bow Valley is a welcoming community. You 
can learn more about BVIP and find a link with services for newcomers 
on the website: www.bvipartnership.com. Find us on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/bvipartnership. 

Bow Valley College provides many English language    
learning opportunities right here in the Bow Valley.  You 

can take courses at campuses in Banff and Canmore or online.  You can 
also explore other learning opportunities to advance your education. For 
more information, visit: https://bowvalleycollege.ca/schools-and-
centres/regional-stewardship/campuses/banff-and-canmore. 

Bow Valley Learning Council provides part-time, non-formal 
programming in literacy, numeracy, English language learning, 

basic computer and life skills for adults throughout the Bow Valley. For 
more information, visit: www.bowvalleylearning.ca. Find us on Facebook 
at: www.facebook.com/bvlearning. 

Bow Valley Literacy Program (BVLP) supports adult learners (18+). 
Some learners are English speakers who need help with reading and 

writing. Other learners are English Language Learners who want to im-
prove English communication in Reading, Writing, Listening and Speak-
ing. Learning goals are different for each person, so the BVLP supports 
each learner with an individual learning plan. For more information, visit: 
www.bowvalleylearning.ca and click on the Literacy Program tab.  

Community Connections in the Bow Valley supports 
anyone new to the Bow Valley. You can meet a volunteer 

who will help you to understand your new community (services,  
activities and much more!) OR you can volunteer and help someone who 
is new. Either way, you get great English practice! For more information, 
visit www.banff.ca/connections, call 403.497.4471 or send an email to: 
community.connections@banff.ca. Find us on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/community.connections.bv.  
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Settlement Services in the Bow Valley supports  
Permanent Residents of Canada, Live-in Caregivers 
and Refugees in the Bow Valley. Support is also avail-

able for individuals transitioning to Permanent Resident status. We work 
with you to identify your settlement needs, and help you use your 
strengths and resources to achieve your settlement goals. Programs and 
workshops are offered on topics like: Living in Canada as a Permanent 
Resident, Canadian Citizenship, School Orientation, Cross-Cultural 
Awareness, Money Management and more.  You can register for a 
monthly newsletter with information about upcoming workshops and 
other community events. For more information, visit  
www.banff.ca/settlement, call 403.762.1149 or send an email to  
settlement.support@banff.ca. Find us on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/settlement.services.in.the.bow.valley.  

 
Town of Banff provides a variety of programs, services and 
resources to support community members.  You can find 

many helpful links at www.banff.ca/heretohelp. 

Town of Canmore provides a variety of programs, services 
and resources to support community members. You can find 

many helpful links at https://canmore.ca. 

 

 
Learning another language is not only learning     

different words for the same things, but learning  

another way to think about things.  

-Flora Lewis (International Journalist) 

http://www.bvipartnership.com/new-here/
http://www.bvipartnership.com
https://www.facebook.com/bvipartnership
https://bowvalleycollege.ca/schools-and-centres/regional-stewardship/campuses/banff-and-canmore
https://bowvalleycollege.ca/schools-and-centres/regional-stewardship/campuses/banff-and-canmore
http://www.bowvalleylearning.ca
https://www.facebook.com/bvlearning/
http://www.bowvalleylearning.ca
http://www.bowvalleylearning.ca/node/16
http://www.banff.ca/connections
mailto:community.connections@banff.ca
http://www.facebook.com/community.connections.bv
http://www.banff.ca/settlement
mailto:settlement.support@banff.ca
http://www.facebook.com/settlement.services.in.the.bow.valley
http://www.banff.ca/heretohelp
https://canmore.ca

