Removing the forbidden fruit attractant: no-cost incentive
programs for residents
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Both black and grizzly bears frequent many North American
communities, including the Canadian mountain towns of Banff and
Canmore, Alberta. In previous decades, both towns addressed
significant attractant problems by introducing community-wide
bear resistant garbage storage and accompanying bylaws.
However, ornamental crabapple and chokecherry trees that are
laden with ripe fruit still present a powerful seasonal attractant to
foraging bears during the fall months. As a result, bears have been
food-conditioned to this available fruit, and habituated to humans
and infrastructure. Over the years, wildlife managers have either
destroyed or translocated numerous black and grizzly bears from
the communities due to concerns for public safety.

are you attracting
bears to your home?
Being a national park resident comes with responsibilities, especially to the
wildlife that shares the land.
The Town of Banff and Parks Canada are working together to protect our urban forest, but reduce
and eliminate wildlife attractants within the townsite. Bears are driven by food. They are intelligent,
resourceful and learn fast. They have a keen sense of smell. They will take every opportunity to gain
access to food sources and once they discover a food source, they will return again and again. Sows will
teach their cubs to access it.
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Background

Photo 2: Grizzly bear cub feeding in residential apple tree.

Future Steps

What’s in your back yard?
If you have fruit trees or shrubs in your yard, please consider replacing them
• Fruit-bearing trees and shrubs attract bears
• It’s not enough to pick fruit off the ground — bears climb into trees in search of ripening fruit
• Bears will dig up roots and corms of some members of the pea and lily family
Bear attractant: Crabapples, Plums, Chokecherry, Pincherry, Red Osier Dogwood, Mountain Ash,
Saskatoon berries, Elderberry, Soapberry/Buffaloberry
Preferred native deciduous and coniferous trees
Mountain Maple / Douglas Maple (Acer glabrum)

Western Larch (Larix occidentalis )

Paper Birch/ White Birch (Betula papyrifera)

White Spruce (Picea glauca)

Trembling Aspen/Quaking Aspen

Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta var. latifolia)

(Populus tremuloides)

Rocky Mt. Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii)
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Figure 1: Advertisements for Banff and Canmore fruit tree replacement initiatives.

Photo 1: Black bear attracted to fruit in a residential yard
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In 2015, staff from two government agencies developed an
innovative incentive program in Banff National Park to encourage
residents to voluntarily replace their existing fruit trees with nonfruit bearing species. The Town of Banff municipality and the Parks
Canada Agency embarked on a cost-shared initiative to provide
residential property owners the opportunity to have their crabapple
trees replaced with an approved alternative at no cost. In 2016,
the Town of Canmore initiated a similar program also targeting
crabapple trees and expanded the replacement tree options to
stimulate greater interest from local residents. Since the programs
were established, the two communities have removed more than
80 problem fruit trees, greatly reducing bear-human conflicts in
those particular neighborhoods.
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Management Actions

Reducing wildlife conflicts is always a shared responsibility
between local residents and management agencies. Although
incentive programs such as these can be challenging to fund on
an ongoing basis, they have significant value in raising public
awareness about managing all bear attractants, not solely garbage.
To complement the success of the voluntary tree replacement
programs, community managers will continue to explore more
robust bylaw and enforcement mechanisms to augment ongoing
public education and volunteer fruit gleaning efforts. Additional
actions are also underway in both communities to address
attractive bear food plants that grow in natural abundance
immediately beside some residential areas.

Photo 3: Volunteer fruit gleaning in Canmore.

